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SOUTHWEST CLEAN AIR AGENCY 

 

Board of Directors Meeting 

November 4th, 2021, at 3:00 PM 

Southwest Clean Air Agency 

11815 NE 99th St. Suite 1294 

Vancouver, Washington 

 

This meeting will be held by video conference using Zoom: 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81677716119 

 

Meeting ID: 816 7771 6119 

 

Or call in by phone (669) 900-9128 

         

AGENDA 

 

I. Call to Order  

SWCAA Chair Bob Hamlin 

 

II. Roll Call/Determination of Quorum  

SWCAA Chair Bob Hamlin 

 

III. Board of Directors Minutes  

 Board of Directors Minutes - October Meeting 

 

IV. Changes to the Agenda  

SWCAA Chair Bob Hamlin 

 

V. Consent Agenda 

A. Approval of Vouchers 

B. Financial Report 

C. Monthly Activity Report 

 

V. Info Items & Public Comment 

None 

  

VII. Public Hearing 

 None 

 

VIII. Unfinished Business/New Business  

  

Adoption of SWCAA’s Consolidated Fee Schedule - SWCAA is proposing to add 

new fees in SWCAA’s Consolidated Fee Schedule to align with the newly adopted fee 

categories in the SWCCA 400 Rules. The proposed Consolidated Fee Schedule also 

raises SWCAA’s 2022 fees by last year’s Western State’s CPI which is equal to 1.3 

percent and proposes to raise the per capita fee by one cent (from 54 to 55 cents). The 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81677716119
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one cent per capita fee increase is equal to 1.85 percent.  Proposed changes to the 

Consolidated Fee Schedule are found in Attachment A. 

 
Background –  
 
New Fee Categories 
On August 2021, SWCAA’s Board of Directors approved revisions to SWCAA 400 
rules which included two new fee categories.  SWCAA 400-109(2)(f) established a fee 
category for “Administrative Amendments” and SWCAA 400-109(2)(a) (viii) 
established a fee category for “Permit Extensions.” SWCAA 400 rules establish fee 
authority for new fee categories, but the actual fees are adopted by the Board of 
Directors through the adoption of SWCAA’s Consolidated Fee Schedule (SWCAA 
400-098).  SWCAA is proposing to add the following fees to the Consolidated Fee 
Schedule: 
 

Fee Categories Work* Hours Fee  Fee Applicability 

(xx) Administrative Amendment    

 4 $360 Per Application 

(xxi) Permit Extension    

1st Extension 5 $450 Per Application 

2nd Extension 10 $900 Per Application 

* If the staff time required exceeds the number of work hours associated with the 

applicable fee the applicant will be invoiced for each additional work hour at the rate 

specified for additional work hours. 

 

Fee Increases: 
On May 4th, 2017, SWCAA’s Board of Directors approved a 20% fee increase. Fees 
had not been previously raised since 2008.  The Board recommended SWCAA 
consider revising fees on an annual basis equal to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) to 
keep up with inflation. The purpose of incremental CPI fee increases is to avoid 
having to do larger (catch-up) fee increases every several years.  Beginning in 2019, 
SWCAA’s Board started adopting annual CPI fee increases to SWCAA’s fees.  Last 
year the Board adopted a 2.8 percent increase to SWCAA’s fees and a one cent 
increase to the per capita fees paid by local governments.  The Per Capita increase 
was rounded to the nearest cent and went from 53 to 54 cents, resulting in an increase 
equal to 1.89 percent instead of 2.8 percent. 
 

At the September 2nd Board meeting SWCAA’s board of directors authorized  

SWCAA to conduct a public notice and gather public comment on a revised 

Consolidated Fee Schedule that including the proposed new fees for Administrative 

Amendments and Permit Extensions authorized under SWCAA 400 rules along with 

the proposed CPI fee increases for 2022.  

 

On September 21st, SWCAA posted the public notice on SWCAA’s website and sent 

out public notification mailings to over 1,700 affected businesses and local 

governments.  SWCAA also sent digital notifications to interested parties who have 

signed up on SWCAA’s website to receive such notifications.  SWCAA received two 

comments which are summarized in the Public Hearing Officer report (Attachment 
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B).  No adverse comments were received regarding the proposed new fees nor the 

proposed fee increases. 

 

SWCAA made one clarifying note to the proposed consolidated fee schedule after the 

public notice to clarify that the new fees do not require an additional filing fee.  

 

Recommendation – Adopt SWCAA Resolution 2022-02 which adopts the proposed 

changes to SWCAA’s Consolidated Fee Schedule.  

 

IX. Control Officer Report  

 

A. EPA Staff Preliminarily Conclude Tightening of PM NAAQS Is Warranted 

(October 8, 2021) – EPA staff’s preliminary conclusions relative to the primary PM2.5 

standards (see pp. 3-181– 3-203), including, “When taken together, we reach the 

conclusion that the available scientific evidence, air quality analyses, and the risk 

assessment, as summarized above, can reasonably be viewed as calling into question the 

adequacy of the public health protection afforded by the combination of the current annual 

and 24-hour primary PM2.5 standards. In particular, we note the information and analyses 

new to this reconsideration (and discussed in detail above) in reaching this conclusion.” 

EPA staff go on to explain their preliminary conclusion that available evidence suggests 

that the current annual PM2.5 standard of 12 micrograms per cubic meter (µg/m3 ) could 

be tightened to as low as 8 µg/m3 and the current daily standard of 35 µg/m3 to as low as 

30 µg/m3. EPA staff briefed the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee on the Draft PM 

PA, as well as the September 30, 2021, supplemental Draft PM Integrated Science 

Assessment (Draft PM ISA), during a virtual public meeting on Thursday, October 14, 

2021. CASAC will reconvene November 17-19 and December 1-2, 2021, to peer-review 

the Draft PM PA and Draft PM ISA. For further information: 

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-10/draft-policy-assessment-for-the-

reconsideration-of-the-pm-naaqs_october-2021_0.pdf  

 

B. EPA Seeks Comment on Draft Updated Policy Assessment for Reconsideration of 

2020 PM NAAQS Decision (October 8, 2021) – EPA published in the Federal Register 

(86 Fed. Reg. 56,263) a notice announcing that the draft document titled, “Policy 

Assessment for Reconsideration of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for 

Particulate Matter, External Review Draft (Draft PA).” The draft PA updates and builds 

upon the information presented in the 2019 Integrated Science Assessment for Particulate 

Matter (2019 ISA), the September 30, 2021 Supplement to the 2019 ISA (ISA 

Supplement) and the 2020 PA and, when final, is intended to ‘‘bridge the gap’’ between 

the scientific and technical information assessed in the 2019 ISA and 2021 ISA 

Supplement and the EPA Administrator’s judgments exercised in determining whether to 

retain or revise the PM NAAQS. EPA is seeking review of this Draft PA by the Clean Air 

Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and the public. The deadline for written 

comments on the Draft PA is December 14, 2021. For further information: 

https://casac.epa.gov/ords/sab/f?p=105:18:1263966618971:::RP,18:P18_ID:2607 

 

C. Harvard Researchers Find Long-Term Exposure to Even Permissible Levels of 

Air Pollutants Increases Risk of Mortality (October 1, 2021) – In a study published in 

The Lancet Planetary Health, a team of researchers from Harvard’s T.H. Chan School of 

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-10/draft-policy-assessment-for-the-reconsideration-of-the-pm-naaqs_october-2021_0.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2021-10/draft-policy-assessment-for-the-reconsideration-of-the-pm-naaqs_october-2021_0.pdf
https://casac.epa.gov/ords/sab/f?p=105:18:1263966618971:::RP,18:P18_ID:2607
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Public Health – including Dr. Joel D. Schwartz – presents the results of its examination of 

the relationship between exposure to lower concentrations of air pollution and the risk of 

mortality. To conduct their study, the researchers investigated the impact of annual average 

exposure to air pollution on all-cause mortality using a nationwide cohort of Medicare 

enrollees from the start of 2000 to the end of 2016; participants were restricted to those 

who had only been exposed to lower concentrations of pollutants (i.e., PM2.5 at a 

concentration of up to 12 micrograms per cubic meter (μg/m3 ), nitrogen dioxide (NO2) at 

a concentration of up to 53 parts per billion (ppb) and summer ozone at concentrations of 

up to 50 ppb) over the course of the study period. The researchers adjusted for two types of 

covariates – individual level and postal code level variables; used a “doubly-robust” 

additive model to estimate the change in risk; and further investigated effect-measure 

modification by stratification on the basis of demographic and socioeconomic 

characteristics. The researchers found an increased risk of mortality for all three pollutants: 

1) Each 1- μg/m3 increase in annual PM2.5 concentrations increased the absolute annual 

risk of death by 0.073 percent; 2) each 1-ppb increase in annual NO2 concentrations 

increased the annual risk of death by 0.003 percent and 3) each 1-ppb increase in summer 

ozone concentrations increased the annual risk of death by 0.081 percent. This translates 

approximately to 11,540 attributable deaths for PM2.5, 1,176 attributable deaths for NO2 

and 15,115 attributable deaths for ozone per year for each unit increase in pollution 

concentrations, with greater impacts occurring in certain subgroups, including among 

individuals living in areas of low socioeconomic status. These results led the researchers to 

conclude that long-term exposure to permissible concentrations of air pollutants increases 

the risk of mortality. The researchers state the following in their study: “The EPA released 

a decision [published on December 7, 2020] regarding tightening the standards for ambient 

PM2.5. The EPA argued that ‘based on the available evidence, the Administrator has 

concluded that the current primary PM2.5 standards are requisite to protect public health, 

with an adequate margin of safety, from effects of PM2.5 in ambient air and should be 

retained, without revision.’ Our results, which were based on current standards and were 

obtained using causal-modelling methodology, combined with the scientific assessment 

done by the EPA provide evidence that the US EPA Administrator's decision for the 

annual PM2.5 standard was unjustified. Our findings suggest that reduction of air-pollution 

concentrations through stricter regulations would reduce mortality among older people…” 

For further information:  

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(21)00204-7/fulltext 

 

Researchers Find PM Contributed to Nearly Six Million Premature Births Globally 

in 2019 (September 28, 2021) – In a study published in the journal PLOS Medicine, a 

group of researchers report that, globally, in 2019 “ambient and household PM2.5 were 

associated with reduced birth weight and GA [gestational age], which are, in turn, 

associated with neonatal and infant mortality, particularly in low- and middle-income 

countries.” In the report, the researchers – from the Institute for Global Health Sciences, 

University of California, San Francisco and Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation, 

University of Washington, Seattle – state that global incidence of pre-term birth (PTB) and 

low birthweight (LBW) could be reduce by nearly 80 percent if air pollution in Southeast 

Asia and sub-Saharan Africa was minimized; indoor air pollution is common in these 

regions, where pre-term birthrates are the highest in the world. The researchers also report 

substantial risks from ambient air pollution in more developed regions of the world. For 

example, they estimate that in 2019 outdoor air pollution contributed to nearly 12,000 pre-

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(21)00204-7/fulltext
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term births in the U.S. Regarding the meaning of their findings, the researchers conclude 

that 1) LBW and PTB are key risk factors for early life mortality and lifetime morbidity 

and the impact of PM2.5 on these perinatal health outcomes contributes significantly to the 

overall global burden of disease attributable to air pollution; 2) the attributable burden 

assessment extends the impact of air pollution beyond diseases primarily affecting older 

adults; and 3) “implementation of air quality management and other approaches to reduce 

PM2.5 exposure may lead to large reductions in the global incidence of LBW and PTB 

infants and the associated disease burden. Mitigation measures even in low-exposure 

regions will likely manifest in significant improvement in these outcomes because the 

increase in risk is steeper at lower than in higher exposures, as shown by our risk curves.” 

For further information:  

https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371%2Fjournal.pmed.1003718&sour

ce=email 

 

EPA Extends COVID-Related Onsite Inspection Flexibilities (September 29, 2021) - 

EPA’s Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (OECA) has extended the 

COVID-related inspection flexibilities that they initiated in April 2021 through December 

30, 2021. EPA had originally granted flexibilities to count both off-site and onsite 

compliance assurance activities in meeting state and local compliance monitoring 

commitments through September 2021. EPA will require agencies to follow the 

“Recommended Processes for Adjusting Inspection Commitments Due to the COVID-19 

Public Health Emergency” and that partner agencies separately track and document on-site 

and off-site compliance monitoring activities. A letter from Larry Starfield, OECA’s 

Acting Assistant Administrator, says that “For State Review Framework reviews 

performed in federal fiscal year 2021 and beyond, OECA and regional Enforcement and 

Compliance Assurance Division Directors will work with partner agencies to make 

necessary adjustments to evaluate commitments” where state and local agencies utilize 

these flexibilities. For further information: 

https://www.4cleanair.org/wpcontent/uploads/COVID-19-Inspection-Commitment-Letter-

April-7-2021.pdf 

 

X. Board Policy Discussion Issues 

As Necessary 

 

XI.  Issues for Upcoming Meetings 

December meeting canceled. 

Revisions to the fee structure for gasoline dispensing facilities - 2022.  

 

XII.    Adjourn 

Notes:  

(1) Served by C-TRAN Routes: 7, 72 and 76. 

(2) Accommodation of the needs for disabled persons can be made upon request. For 

more information, please call (360) 574-3058 extension 110. 

https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371%2Fjournal.pmed.1003718&source=email
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371%2Fjournal.pmed.1003718&source=email
https://www.4cleanair.org/wpcontent/uploads/COVID-19-Inspection-Commitment-Letter-April-7-2021.pdf
https://www.4cleanair.org/wpcontent/uploads/COVID-19-Inspection-Commitment-Letter-April-7-2021.pdf

